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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1. (Currently Amended) A method of supporting delivery, from a 
server to an application, of a data stream associated with a service provided by the 
server, comprising: 

selecting the server; 

requesting the service provided bv the server and 

automatically and without manual intervention, providing a proxy path 
between the server and the application for communicating the data stream to the 
application, wherein the proxy oath is a communication path and comprises a 
plurality of proxies, the plurality of proxies being concatenated together to form a 
proxy chain with an input of each proxy being connected to an output of each 
preceding proxy, and 

performing a proxy o peration on the data stream during the delivery of the 
data stream to the application, wherein the proxy operation processes the data 
stream accor ding to the characteristics reouired for communicating with the 
application ,, in a communicat i on path that is to bo usod for pa i d delivery a proxy 
that performs a p roxy operation on tho data otroam during oa i d delivery, including 
selecting the proxy on a c o rvor sido of the communicat i on path. 



2. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1, wherein said 
proxy path comprises one proxy, step of cc l octing tho oorver includes r e quoGting tho 
s ervice f r om an application cido of tho communication path . 

3. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1 {[2]], wherein 
said step of providing the proxy path includes confi guring the nroxv chain to provide the 
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requested service, ino l udoo oo l oct i ng tho proxy includes se l ecting tho proxy i n rosponoo 
to ooid roquoGting stop . 

4. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 3, whoroin said 
further comprising the step of 

configuring the proxy path solootina tho proxy includ e s sel e ct i ng the proxy 
based on information indicative of at least one of a preference of the application, a 
characteristic of equipment that will receive the data* stream, and a characteristic of the 
service. 

5. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1 [[4]], further 
comprising the steps of w h e r e in said prov i ding stop -i nc l ud e c; 

sending from the server side to a proxy execution server a request to 
install the proxy chain in the proxy communication path, the proxy execution server 
installing the proxy chain thereon in response to said installation request, and 

coupling the proxy execution server into the proxy communicat i on path. 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 5, whoroin oo i d 
coupling stop includes further oomprising the steps of 

the proxy execution server 

downloading selected proxy modules from proxy repositories and 
providing an input network service point an output network service 

point and a proxy cradle, all for handling proxv-to-proxv communication within the 

proxy chain. 

al l ocating input and output ports to b e used for coup l ing tho prox y 
e xecution serv e r into tho communication path and send i ng to tho oervor oido of tho 
communication path informat i on that idontffioc tho input and output porto. 

7. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 6, whore in card 
further comprising the proxy execution server 
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allocating the necessary network service points for the associated proxy 
chain enabling the proxy chain to listen for connections and wherein the service points 
are TCP sockets or UDP sockets. 

i nput and output port irtfofmation i ncludes, i nformation that id e ntif ie s on e 
of input and output TCP sockotc and i nput and output UDP sock ets , 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1. wherein each of 
the concatenated proxies are designed as general-purpose proxy service modules and 
do not require direct communication to the server or the application. 3 t wherein said 
st o p of oel oe t in g tho proxy i ncludoo oolooting a plurality of proxi e s on the s orv o r c i d o of 
th e- communication path in rocpon se to said requesting stop . 

9. (Currently Amended)' The method of Claim 1^ [[8,]] wherein 
said providing step includes sending from the server side of the Brox y oommu ftieatteB 
path to each of a plurality of proxy execution servers a request p l ura li ty of r e ques ts to 
install a proxy or concatenated proxy chain from each of the plurality of proxy execution 
servers in t h e proxy path, the p l urality of prarioc in thn rnmmi i n i mt i nn path. 

10. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 9, wherein said 
step of sending the request to each of the plurality of proxy execution servers requests 
includes sending the requests in parallel. 

11. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 9, including the 
proxy execution servers 

installing the respective proxies or proxy chains thereon in response to the 
respective installation request requests , and 

the proxy execution servers sending to the server side of the proxy path 
communication path information that identifies input and output ports to be used for 
coupling the respective proxy execution servers into the proxy oath eemmunication 
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12. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 11, wherein said 
installing step includes the proxy execution servers installing the respective proxies in 
parallel. 

13. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 12 4+, wherein 
said step of sending input and output port information includes the proxy execution 
servers sending their respective input and output port information to the server side in 
parallel. 

14. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 11, wherein said 
providing step includes forwarding from the server side of the proxy path commun i cat i on 
path to one of the proxy execution servers the input port information that was sent to the 
server side by another of the proxy execution servers. 

15. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 14, wherein said 
forwarding step includes, for each of the proxy execution servers, forwarding from the 
server side to the proxy execution server the input port information that was sent by 
another of the proxy execution servers, 

16. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 1, wherein said 
proxy operation includes one of data compression, data encryption, data transformation, 
data transcoding and data caching. 

17. (Currently Amended) A system for supporting delivery, from a 
server to an application, of a data stream associated with a service provided by the 
server, comprising: 

an input for receiving a service request; and 

a proxy provider apparatus coupled to said input and responsive to the 
service request for automatically, and without manual intervention, 
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providing a proxy path between the server and the application for 
communicating the data stream to the application, wherein the proxy path is a 
communication path and comprises a plurality of proxies, the plurality of proxies 
being concatenated together to form a proxy chain, with an input of each proxy 
being connected to an output of each preceding proxy, for performing a proxy 
operation on the data stream during the delivery of the data stream to the 
application, wherein the proxy operation jirocesses the data stream according to 
the characteristics reouired for communicating with the application. 

provid i ng in a communication path th a t is to b e us e d for said d el i vefy - o 
proxy that porformc a proxy oporation on th e data str e am during said dolivory, so i d 
proxy provider apparatuo i ncluding a portion of s a id serv e r that i s op e rab l o for selecting 
the proxy . 

18. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 17, wherein sard 
proxy path comprises one proxy, portion of s ai d s e rv e r is operab l o for se l ecting tho 
proxy in re s pons e to the servic e r e qu e st . 

19. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 17 4S, wherein 
said proxy provider apparatus includes a proxy execution server coupl e d to said portion 
of said server to rec e iv e thorofrom for receiving a request to install a specific proxy in 
th_e proxy path and the proxy execution server being operable for installing the 
reguested specific proxy/ a r e quest to i nntnll tho prnvy in tho eemroynfeatten path , ^nid 
proxy oxoQution sorvor oporablo for i nctall i ng th o proxy t h ereon in rcoponco to sa te 
installation - requ e st . 

20. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 19, wherein said 
proxy provider apparatus includes a proxy repository for storing proxies therein, said 
proxy execution server coupled to said proxy repository and operable to download the 
stored proxies therefrom, the proxy fr o m r-iiH pmvy pepesitefy. 
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21. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 19, wherein said 
proxy execution server is operable for 

providing an input network service point, an output network service point 
and a proxy cradle: all for handling prosv-to-proxv communication within the proxy 
chaja and oa i d port i on of sai d server ore co operable for coup l ing caid proxy oxoGUt i on 
s e rv e r into th e commun i cat i on poth . 

22. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 21, wherein said 
proxy execution server is operable for allocating necessary network service points for 
the associated proxy chain thereby enabling the proxy chain to listen for connections. 
wherein the service utilizes T CP sockets or UPP sockets. 

input and output ports for uoo i n ooupl i ng said proxy execution server into 
th e commun i cation path, said proxy e x e cution corv e r furth e r oporobfo for send i ng to 
said port i on of caid Gorv e r information which i dentifies the allocated input and output 

pwrw? 

23. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 1 48, said portion 
of said sorvor i s operabl e for ooloot i ng o plura li ty of proxi e s in respons e to tho sorvioo 
r e quoo tr-said proxy provider apparatus including a plurality of proxy execution servers 
for receiving requests to install proxies In the proxy path, each of the Plurality of proxy 
execution servers operable for instal ling respective proxies therefrom in the proxy path, 
coup le d to paid portion of said cower for roooiving thorofrom roopootivo roquocto to 
insta ll at loact ono proxy in tho commun i cat i on path, eaid proxy oxooution ocrvcro 
operob l o for i nstalling rnn n nrthm prnvinr thomnn - r ^p ,, ^ t 0 thc r c - p CCtiv c 
installation roquocto, each said proxy execution server further operable for sending to 
the proxy provider apparatus sa i d portion of caid oorvor information which identifies 
input and output ports to be used for coupling the respective proxy execution server into 
the proxy oath n n mmtmiWinn p-ith 

24 - 55. (Canceled) 
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56. (New) The system of Claim 17, wherein each of the concatenated 
proxies are designed as general-purpose proxy service modules and do not require 
direct communication to the server or the application. 

57. (New) The system of Claim 19, wherein the proxy provider 
apparatus further comprises means for sending requests for proxies, in parallel, to 
respective proxy execution servers. 

58. (New) The system of claim 19, wherein the proxy execution servers 
comprise means for installing the respective proxies in the proxy path in response to the 
respective installation requests and 

the proxy execution servers sending to the server side of the proxy path 
information that identifies input and output ports to be used for coupling the respective 
proxy execution servers into the proxy path. 

59. (New) The system of claim 58, wherein the proxy execution servers 
include means for installing the respective proxies in parallel in the proxy path. 

60. (New) The system of claim 17, wherein the means for performing a 
proxy operation means for performing data compression, data encryption, data 
transformation, data transcoding and data caching. 
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